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the marked distinction between English and American govern- 
mental forms as bearing on the relation of law and morals. 
After such a comparative and historical survey the places of 
law and ethics among the sciences and their relation to each 
other are defined and explained. The conclusion is reached 
that " The Science of human duty, is the sum and substance of 
both law and ethics." Finally after taking up the subject of 
abstract jurisprudence and considering its sources the author 
passes to the development of the idea of the moral phenomena 
in the Common Law of Contract and of Tort. As the purpose 
of the whole book is " to urge a closer affinity between Law 
and Ethics in actual practice," the volume is appropriately con- 
cluded by a treatise on Points of Professional Conduct. 

E. W. E. 



Hints on Forensic Practice; A Monograph on Certain 

Rules Appertaining to the Subject of Judicial Proof. 

By Theodore F. C. Demarest. 

The foregoing title might well belong to some extensive and 
monumental work founded on the theories and experiences of 
every age and contained in many a ponderous tome. How- 
ever, the sub-title narrows the scope covered and gives a clearer 
picture of what the reader is to expect, viz., a modest and very 
interesting little treatise, covering some 115 pages, that can 
be comfortably read in a single evening. 

" Objected to, as incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial " 
might better have been the title, as the work is, in the main, a 
close analysis of these three elusive words, their use and mis- 
use in forensic practice, and of various opinions held in regard 
to them as evidenced by examples selected from cases which 
are quoted and cleverly commented upon. 

The book is divided into four sections, of which the first 
contains definitions, suggestions, explanations and investiga- 
tions of such terms as Evidence, Issue and Objection. Having 
found that objections are divided into two classes, — specific and 
general — the author proceeds to consider these under two cir- 
cumstances each, whereby four positions in which counsel may 
find himself are investigated, namely: (1) and (2) "the gen- 
eral objection sustained (or overruled);" (3) and (4) "the 
specific objection sustained (or overruled)." 

Then comes the analysis proper of the words " incompetent," 
" irrelevant " and " immaterial," where the " etymological indi- 
cations," " lexicographic suggestions," " text-writers' defi- 
nitions " and " judicial definitions " are examined. 
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The second section treats of " cases, adjudicating upon 
objections " and contains some highly interesting and sugges- 
tive matters; while the third and fourth sections deal respec- 
tively with " striking out, and disregarding evidence " and 
" motions to direct and to set aside, verdicts." 

The aim has apparently been in no sense to attempt the 
settlement of any mooted questions, but rather to suggest lines 
of thought and action — " Hints," as the title has it. In this Mr. 
Demarest has been very successful and his lucid and logical 
conclusions, drawn after each topic has been covered, are 
especially helpful along these lines. To the student this book 
is of particular interest, as many clear glimpses of actual, prac- 
tical, work-a-day, rules of evidence, are afforded, which can 
never be the case, within the law school alone. 

Joseph Chapman. 



A Treatise on the Law of Domestic Relations. By 
Joseph R. Long, Professor of Law at Washington and Lee 
University. Pp. 455. Keefe-Davidson Company, St. Louis. 
As its title implies, this book is devoted entirely to the sub- 
ject of domestic relations. Prof. Long has divided the sub- 
ject into four parts: Husband and Wife, Parent and Child, 
Guardian and Ward, and Infancy; the last of which, though 
hardly a " relation," is incidental to and inseparable from all 
the domestic relations. Usually the fourth division of this 
subject is devoted to the relation of Master and Servant, but, 
as Prof. Long says, the relation of master and servant as a 
purely domestic one is now of small importance, the law relat- 
ing to it being more a matter of contract, agency and tort. The 
subject is treated generally and most of the questions are 
discussed under the Common Law and afterwards as they are 
affected by legislation. The whole subject is one in which the 
Common Law has been very much changed by statute, result- 
ing in considerable conflict of law in the several states. There 
is no attempt to specialize on the law and decisions of any one 
jurisdiction, but the various rules and legislation on the same 
questions are given and ably discussed. The text is well sup- 
ported by citations at all points from various jurisdictions, 
including frequent ones from Massachusetts, New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

The work was written with the idea of instructing the 
student and the development and connections of the principles 
are so set forth as to make them readily understood. The 
style of the text is especially commendable for its simplicity and 



